CHAPTER IX

THE  BLOCKADE   OF   CUBA

WHILE the first victory of the war was in the Far
East and the possibility of events of world-wide
significance hung upon the level-headedness of
Commodore Dewey at Manila, it was realized that
the war must really be fought in the West. Both
President McKinley and the Queen Regent of
Spain had issued proclamations stating that they
would adhere to the rules of the Declaration of
Paris and not resort to the use of privateers. The
naval contest, therefore, was confined to the regular
navies. Actually the American fleet was superior
in battleships, monitors, and protected cruisers;
the Spanish was the better equipped in armored
cruisers, gunboats, and destroyers.

Both Spain and the United States hastily pur-
chased, in the last days of peace, a few vessels,
but not enough seriously to affect their relative
strength. Both also drew upon their own merchant
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